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Towp of Pairner 


School IRepovt 


1901 - 1902 . 



School Committee, I90I-I902 


Dr. George H. Wilkins, Chairman. 

A. C. Thompson, Secretary and Superintendent. 
Superintendent’s Office : — High School Building. 

Office Hours:— 8 to 8.30 a. m. on school days, 9 to ii Saturdays. 


Telephone Call (Superintendent’s residence), 35-5. 


C. H. Hobbs, 

Henry G. Loomis, 
Charles N. Shaw, 

R. C. Newell, 

William E. McDonald, 
Dr. George H. Wilkins, 


Term expires 1902 

1902 
1Q03 

1903 

1904 
1904 


Regular meeting of the School Committee at 7.45 p. m. on the 
Monday before the last Friday of each month. 

Bills All bills must be in the hands of the Superintendent on 
or before the above day. 


John P. Eastman, 

TRUANT OFFICERS. 

Depot 

John E. Luman, 


Thorndike 

William Praire, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Shumway, 


Bondsville 

H. L. Gray, 

JANITORS. 

High School 

H. S. Hobson, 


Depot 

H. T. Bishop, 


Thorndike 

William Praire, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 


Bondsville 



C&.lendd».r. 


SCHOOL YEAR, 1902-1903. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Winter term began December 30, 1901 ; ends March 21, 1902. 
Summer term begins April 7, 1902 ; ends June 27, 1902. 

Fall term begins September 2, 1902 ; ends December 19, 1902. 
Winter term begins December 29, 1902 ; ends April 3, 1903. 
Summer term begins April 20, 1903 ; ends June 26, 1903. 

OTHER SCHOOLS. 

Winter term began December 30, 1901 ; ends March 21, 1902. 
Summer term begins April 7, 1902 ; ends June 20, 1902. 

Fall term begins September 2, 1902 ; ends December 12, 1902. 
Winter term begins December 29, 1902 ; ends April 3, 1903. 
Summer term begins April 20, 1903 ; ends June 19, 1903. 

HOLIDAYS. 

Saturdays, February 22, April 19, May 30, Labor Day, Thanks¬ 
giving Day‘and the day following. 



Report of the School Committee 


To the Citizens of Palmer: 

For the year ending March ist, 1902, the School Committee 
respectfully submits the following report: 

It has been a year of quiet unobtrusive work, in which your 
committee, superintendent, teachers and pupils have worked har¬ 
moniously together, striving quietly yet intensely to develop our 
schools along the best lines. 

As the greatest forces of Nature are the quiet forces so we 
believe in our school work that intellect and character are best 
developed by quiet yet intense concentration of thought and energy, 
developing the power to think, to do and to be, which is more im¬ 
portant than to accumulate a store of facts. We believe that along 
these lines our teachers have labored earnestly and successfully, and 
that our schools were never doing better work than at present, 
although that perfection which we should strive to attain is ever 
beyond. 

TEACHERS. 

The committee of 1901 found that it was no longer expedient 
to combine the office of Superintendent with that of High School 
Principal and accordingly asked for an increase in appropriation for 
salaries. 

This being granted by the town your committee early in the 
year decided to retain Mr. Thompson as Superintendent, in which 
capacity he has continued to do efficient work—more efficient than 
ever before, because having more time at his disposal. 

After careful consideration of many applications, Mr. Fred 
Wilder Cross, of South Royalston, was engaged as Principal of the 
High School, with Miss Kingsley, Miss Sadler and Miss Hyde as 
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assistants. It seemed unfortunate that these positions must all be 
filled at once, but the selections, as made, proved to be very fortu¬ 
nate ; and our High School is a credit to the town. We feel that 
the same is equally true of all our schools, and that our teachers are 
worthy of our highest commendation. 

SPECIAL TRAINING. 

The good work done by our Supervisors of Music and of Draw¬ 
ing deserves our continued approbation, and the results attained are 
very pleasing to those who visit our schools or attend the public 
exhibitions that are given from time to time. 

During the year a few lessons in physical culture have been 
given by Miss Gannett, which have been helpful to teachers and 
pupils alike. 

EXHIBITIONS. 

The exhibitions of drawings given by the several schools have 
proved intensely interesting to all who have attended them, and have 
no doubt been an incentive to the pupils to do the best work possi¬ 
ble. 

Hoping to encourage the art of speaking in public, a friend has 
offered a small sum of money to be awarded in a prize speaking 
contest by pupils of the High School. It is to be hoped that every 
friend of our boys and girls will show his interest by attending these 
exhibitions whenever given. 

BUILDINGS. 

With the exception of the house at Three Rivers, our buildings 
are now adequate for our needs and in good repair. Some have 
been painted during the year, and others will need painting in the 
near future. The grounds about the Wire Mill schoolhouse are in 
an unsightly condition. Sixty loads of loam were delivered on the 
grounds late in the fall, to be used in the spring for grading the slope 
next to the highway, a slope now grown up to weeds and bushes. 
Part of the fence will also have to be replaced. We commend the 
efforts made by pupils in several of the schools to raise money by 
entertainments and otherwise to purchase pictures with which to 
decorate the schoolroom walls. Growing plants in the windows and 
pictures on the walls make a room much more attractive and exert 
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an influence on the life and character of the child. We bespeak the 
cordial co-operation of parents in beautifying our schoolrooms. 

In our High School building something must of necessity be 
done to improve the sanitary arrangements. The matter has been 
investigated by a competent engineer, who advises using rooms in 
the basement for this purpose, and estimates that the necessary 
changes will involve an expense of about $1,200, and we recommend 
an appropriation for this purpose. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


It is recommended that the sum of $23,000 be raised and 
appropriated for the coming year, divided as follows : 


Salaries, Superintendent and teachers. 


music and drawing teachers, 
janitors. 


$16,000 

1,000 

1,600 


Transportation of pupils. 
Text books and supplies. 
Fuel and lights. 

Repairs of buildings. 
Contingencies, 


300 

1,100 

1,900 

600 

500 


$23,000 


Also special appropriations for fitting up toilet 
rooms in the High School building with neces¬ 
sary alterations and concreting cellar bottom. 


1,200 


Insurance, 


100 


Respectfully submitted. 


G. H. WILKINS, 
CHAS. N. SHAV 

O TJ XJr^T5T3C 



SHAW, 


School 



Financial Statement. 


TEACHERS’ SALARIES. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 


Fred W. Cross, ^600.00 

A. C. Thompson, 600.00 

Fanny FI. Kingsley, 300.00 

Jessie L. Hyde, 437-50 

Nettie M. Sadler, 300.00 

Anna I.. Fisherdick, 75-oo 

Genevra F. Clark, 220.00 

Mabel L. Potter, 220.00 


DEPOT. 

Gertrude Ball, S593-oo 

Netta M. Stacey, 215.00 

Mabel J. Sedgwick, 230.00 

Lula A. Dillon, 230.00 

Susette S. Marsden, 365.00 

M. Eloise Stone, 380.00 

Annie E. Tucker, 380.00 

Mary E. Stevens, 150.00 

Annie E. O’Connor, 150.00 

Katharine M. Twiss, 150.00 


THORNDIKE. 

Helen L. Sweet, ^624.00 

Elizabeth G. Clifford, 390.00 

Annie E. O’Connor, 230.00 

Florence E. Bridges, 207.00 


?2,752.50 


$2,843.00 





9 


Lucy B. Twiss, 

1390.00 


Mary E. Murdock, 

390.00 


May J. Damon, 

144.00 


Lula A. Dillon, 

160.00 

$2,535-00 

THREE RIVERS. 

Frances A. Terrill, 

$593.00 


Katharine M. Twiss, 

230.00 


Elizabeth I. Heenehan, 

365.00 


Jennie M. Day, 

365.00 


M. Nellie Greene, 

372-50 


Mabel J. Sedgwick, 

150.00 


Romenia D. Gifford, 

124.20 


Mrs. J. C. Sullivan, 

10.80 


Edith L. Marshall, 

10.00 

$2,220.50 



BONDSVILLE. 

Jennie C. Twiss, 

$ 555-00 


Anna E. Powers, 

207.00 


Cora B. Clark, 

380.00 


Annie A. Bishop, 

380.00 


Helen C. Farnsworth, 

365.00 


Helen M. Spooner, 

135-00 

$2,022.00 

DISTRICTS. 

Minnie V. Andrews, Center, 

$380.00 


Julia G. Daley, Wire Mill, 

65.00 


Ellen T. McMahon, Wire Mill, 

135-00 


Bridget M. Dowd, Wire Mill, 

142.50 


Phebe D. Hastings, Forest Lake, 

308.76 


Josie M. Mahoney, Shorley, 

308.76 


May E. Mahoney, Mason, 

161.00 


Ellen T. McMahon, Mason, 

121.88 

$1,622.90 

PHYSICAL CULTURE. 

Abbie J. Gannett, 


43-50 


039-40 
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DRAWING. 


Grace E. Hackett, 

^400.00 

Wadsworth, Howland & Co., 

27.40 

J. L. Hammett Co., 

45-33 

Edward E. Babb & Co., 

254.64 

Charles C. Lowell, 

3-75 

Henry R. Johnson, 

9-75 


MUSIC. 


Joana V. Cantwell, 

^400.00 

The Orville Brewer Publishing Co., 

8.00 

Oliver Ditson Co., 

5-84 

Sterrie A. Weaver, 

16.03 

Edward E. Babb & Co., 

3-15 

Silver, Burdett & Co., 

1.80 

Ginn & Co., 

32.85 


^467-67 


CARE OF HOUSES. 


H. L. Gray, high school. 

I264.00 

H. S. Hobson, Depot, 

393-15 

W. H. H. Ryder, Depot, 

10.00 

H. T. Bishop, Thorndike, 

286.00 

John King, Thorndike and Bondsville, 

39.00 

Charles E. Fuller, Bondsville, 

280.00 

William Praire, Three Rivers, 

230.00 

Daniel Lane, Three Rivers, 

6.00 

Rufus P. Bacon, Center, 

U -75 

Mrs. Emily Brouillette, Wire Mill, 

6.50 

Mrs. Clem Disley, Wire Mill, 

8.00 

PTed Disley, Wire Mill, 

5.00 

Perley Emery, Forest Lake, 

12.00 

Louis Wheeler, Forest Lake, 

5.00 

Denis Mahoney, Shorley, 

18.30 

John N. Johnson, Mason, 

20.00 


^1,598.70 





TEXT BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 


Boston School Supply Co,, 

$ 87.55 

Globe School Book Co., 

60.35 

Chandler Adjustable Chair and Desk Works, 

.60 

J. H. Porter, 

13-50 

J. L. Hammett Co., 

119.28 

Edward E. Babb & Co., 

477.70 

Silver, Burdett & Co., 

41.92 

Ginn & Co., 

296.28 

C. A. LeCro, 

19.36 

Charles Cook & Son, 

12.00 

F. S. Blanchard & Co., 

3.00 

Atkinson & Mentzer, 

16.85 

University Publishing Co., 

50.40 

Thompson, Brown & Co., 

8-45 

Educational Publishing Co., 

24.08 

Thomas R. Shewell & Co., 

59-34 

Werner School Book Co., 

13.28 

Allyn & Bacon, 

11.50 

The Morse Co,, 

16.70 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 

10.40 

Benj. H. Sanborn & Co., 

16.97 

D. C. Heath & Co., 

154.86 

American Book Co., 

92.77 

Lothrop Publishing Co., 

5-40 

C. B. Fiske & Co., 

8.25 

R. J. Kimball, 

10.00 

Henry Troemner, 

7.40 

Rand, McNally & Co., 

15.00 

Eimer & Amend, 

2.32 

Perry Mason Co., 

4-50 

A. W. Baker & Co., 

7-75 

Esterbrook Steel Pen Man’Pg. Co., 

7-75 

F. D. Barton, 

5-85 

C. L. Johnson & Co., 

15.00 

George F. King & Co., 

30.00 
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CONTINGENCIES. 


Palmer Water Co., 

$ 76.86 

W. L. Shaw, postage. 

26.80 

Nelson’s Orchestra, 

25-05 

L. A. & C. A. Royce; 

4.20 

C. B. Fiske & Co., 

143-99 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 

45-03 

D. L. Bodfish, 

4.00 

Walker & Kelly, 

18.14 

A. C. Thompson, prepayments, 

47.89 

Charles S. Ruggles, 

10.00 

Gertrude Ball, prepayments. 

.80 

S. H. Brown, freight and carting. 

34-23 

G. H. Wilkins, prepayments, 

8.66 

H. T. Bishop, 

3-98 

W. E. Stone, 

11.00 

George E. Lent, manager, 

30.00 

H. W. McGregory, 

6.05 

E. F. Shaw, 

9-25 

John K. Knox, census, 

50.00 

C. T. Brainerd, 

3-00 

Charles N. Shaw, prepayments. 

-75 

W. H. Woodhead, 

•50 

J. F. Holbrook, postage, 

3-00 

C. L. Holden & Sons, 

3.81 

C. E. Shumway. 

1-75 

Charles E. Fuller, 

2.77 

L. J. Brainerd, 

3-00 

Monson Granite Co., 

8.00 

A. P. Wagg, lecture. 

10.00 

J. P. Eastman, 

8.00 

A. C. Thompson, salary. 

1,330.01 


REPAIRS. 

Central Mass. Electric Co., $ 17*^9 

Fuller & Warren Warming and Ventilating Co., 160.80 

W. H. Woodhead, 2.55 

H. G. Loomis, 172.25 


^1,930.52 
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W. H. Hitchcock, 

C. J. Phillips, 

H. S. Hobson, 

T. D. Potter & Co., 

C. N. Ellithorpe, 

F. F. Marcy, 

Clifton Flmer, 

Boston Duck Co., 

J. P. O’Connor, 

M. J. Dillon, 

J. W. Brainerd, 

F. A. Alden, 

Palmer Mill, 

F. M. Webber, 

The H. B. Smith Co., 
Thorndike Co., 

Smith & Anthony Co., 

W. H. Brainerd, 

Buck & Whitcomb, 

F. D. Thompson, 

O. D. Case & Co., 

S. H. Hellyar, 

F. S. Brooks, 

A. M. Bond, 

C. A. Brown & Co., 

John Wilson, 

Charles N. Shaw, 

W. F. Stone, 

Selvey-WyckofE Co., 
Selectmen, Town of Palmer, 


^ 10.97 

2.50 

2.25 
57*14 

3.00 

33*26 

3*05 

17*15 

27.00 

2.00 

3*25 

71*25 

153*01 

79*03 

1.00 
38.16 

27*50 

21.00 

106.33 

*15 

11.25 

37*95 
1.00 
10.94 
1.63 
20.20 
1.50 
340.00 

24.50 
41.04 

-- $1,502.50 


FUFL. 


J. F. Holbrook & Son, $1,761.68 

Paul Christenson, 18.00 

J. A. Palmer, 19.00 

F. J. Hamilton, 2.25 

John O. Hamilton, 15-oo 

Ham & Miller, 89.07 
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Denis Mahoney, 
H. A. Northrop, 


TRANSPORTATION. 


Palmer & Monson Street Railway Co., 
Springfield & Eastern Street Railway Co., 


INSURANCE. 


Arthur E. Fitch, 
S. H. Hellyar, 


^ 100.00 

350.00 


SI64.25 

135-00 


J 1,929.88 


^450.00 


^299.25 


Dr. 

BALANCE ACCOUNT. 

Cr. 

^15,000.00 

Teachers’ salaries. 

^14,039.40 

1,400.00 

Care of houses. 

1,598.70 

1,800.00 

Contingencies and superintendent. 

1,930-52 

1,000.00 

Text books and supplies. 

1,726.36 

500.00 

Repairs, 

1,502.50 

1,800.00 

Fuel, 

1,929.88 

500.00 

Transportation, 

450.00 

500.00 

Drawing, 

740.87 

500.00 

Music, 

467.67 

558.95 

Dog tax. 


767.44 

Mass. School fund. 


29.99 

Merrick fund. 


311.29 

Tuition, receipts, etc. 


300.00 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION. 

Insurance, 

299.25 


Balance, 

282.52 

^24,967.67 


^24,967.67 


AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the books and 
accounts of the School Committee, and find them to be correct in 
every respect. 


C. A. LeGRO, 

E. W. CARPENTER, 


Audito 7 ‘s. 










Report of Superintendent of Schools. 


To the School Committee of the Town of Palmer, 

Gentlemen :—I have the honor to present herewith my fifth 
report as Superintendent of the Schools of Palmer, it being the ninth 
in the series of reports issued by the Superintendent of the public 
schools of the town : 

Throughout this report the year relative to attendance extends 
from September, 1900, to July, 1901 ; the year relating to expendi¬ 
tures from March i, 1901, to March i, 1902. 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 


CENSUS AND GENERAL ATTENDANCE. 


Population of Palmer, census of 1900, 7,801 


Number of children in town September i, 1901, between the 
ages of five and fifteen, according to the school census : 


Boys, 

Girls, 


596 

631 


Total, 

Boys between the ages of 7 and 14, 
Girls between the ages of 7 and 14, 


1,227 


421 

451 


Total, 

Male illiterate minors over 14 years of age. 
Female illiterate minors over 14 years of age. 


872 


10 


3 


Total 


13 




i6 


Number enrolled in all schools : 

Boys, 617 

Girls, 680 


Total, 1^297 

Number under 5, 13 

Number over 15, 89 

Number between 7 and 14, 809 

iVverage membership for the year, 1,051.9 

Average attendance for the year, 977-i2 

Per cent of attendance, 92.89 
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COMPARISON FOR TEN YEARS. 


Year. 

1892-3 

1893-4 

1894-5 

1895-6 

1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

’ 99 -’oo 

’oo-’oi 

’0I-’02 

Average Membership.. 
Average Attendance... 
Per Cent Attendance.. 

955-5 

866.5 

J90.6 

897.8 
825.1 
91.1 

919.7 

858.2 

93 - 3 ^ 

967-5 

900.7 

93-9 

981.8 

913.6 

93-5 

953-83 

890.64 

92.23 

1023.20 

963.94 

93 - 

1050.51 

972.41 

92.01 

1075.85 

1002.05 

93 -H 

1051.9 
977.12 
92.89 


TABLE OF TARDINESS. 


Schools. 

1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

’ 99 -’oo 

’oo-’oi 

’oi-’o2 

High Schoo,l.. 

97 

69 

140 

150 

237 

374 

Palmer.. .. 

184 

175 

215 

184 

267 

860 

Three Rivers. 

211 

174 

87 

86 

93 

182 

Thorndike. 

92 

lOI 

78 

37 

32 

33 

Bondsville. 

53 

42 

56 

41 

128 

70 


44 

49 

53 

54 

23 

43 

Center. 

t 5 i 

69 

68 

145 

91 

109 


0 

0 

13 

25 

I 

0 

Shorley. 

t 37 

56 

155 

22 

10 

4 

Forest Lake. 

t 33 

71 

46 

8 

19 

29 






36 








Total. 

802 

806 

911 

752 

937 

1,704 


tTwo terms. 


TABLE OF DISMISSALS. 


Schools. 

1898-9 

1899-1900 

1900- 

-1901 

1901- 

■1902 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

High School. 

171 

113 

201 

127 

316 

14.4 

227 

no 

Palmer.. 

807 

635 

501 

402 

522 

466 

1,158 

536 

Three Rivers. 

744 

516 

492 

503 

703 

569 

567 

. 405 

Thorndike. 

476 

401 

356 

106 

158 

44 

109 

59 

Bondsville. 

298 

145 

320 

160 

134 

239 

282 

172 

Center. 

575 

417 

325 

212 

95 

78 

263 

67 

Wire Mill. 

36 

35 

67 

35 

21 

15 

20 

16 

Shorley. 

16 

59 

16 

36 

7 

6 

3 

3 

Mason. 

0 

I 

25 

8 

0 

1-12 

0 

0 

Forest Lake. 

10 

II 

I 

2 

I 

3 

21 

17 

Blanchardville. 














32 




Totals. 

3A33 

2,333 

2,304 

1,591 

1,989 

1566 1-12 

2,650 

1,3^5 




















































































ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOLS. 

Average 

Membership 

Average 

Attendance. 

Per Cent of 
Attendance. 

Enroll¬ 

ment. 

High ... 

68.68 

66.04 

96.16 

75 

Palmer— 





Grades 8 and 9. 

39-6 

37-6 

95 - 

45 

Grades 7 and 8. 

37-93 

34-98 

92. 

48 

Grades 5 and 6. 

38.89 

36-79 

94.6 

53 

Grades 4 and 5. 

42.39 

39.68 

92-3 

48 

Grades 3 and 4. 

3 «- 

35-62 

93-7 

46 

Grades 2 and 3. 

38.21 

35-2 

92.11 

48 

Grade .. 

43-31 

38-55 

89. 

54 

Thorndike— 





Grades 7, 8 and 9.. . 

27.7 

26.57 

96.05 

30 

Grades 5 and 6. 

33-76 

30.98 

91.82 

41 

Grades 4 and 5. 

46.98 

43-63 

93 - 

55 

Grade 3 . 

36-15 

34-25 

94-79 

43 

Grade 2. 

34-37 

32.02 

93.12 

41 

Grade i. 

45-05 

41-31 

91.8 

55 

Three Rivers— 





Grades 7 and 8. 

25.48 

24-3 

95-4 

28 

Grades 5 and 6 . 

36-65 

34.82 

95-4 

43 

Grades 3 and 4. 

35 - 

32- 

90.89 

46 

Grades 2 and 3. 

36- 

33-75 

93 - 

51 

Grade i.. 

• 30-4 

27.9 

91.77 

40 

Grade i. 

36-9 

32-95 

89.2 

52 

Bondsville— 





Grades 7, 8 and 9 .. . 

35-62 

34-13 

94-97 

39 

Grades 5 and 6 . . .. 

37-8 

36-8 

95-3 

43 

Grades 3 and 4. 

36-34 

34-52 

95.01 

43 

Grades 2 and 3 . 

36.21 

33-14 

92. 

42 

Grade i. 

42.4 

37-45 

88.2 

50 

Districts — 





Center. 

27.61 

25-23 

91-39 

43 

Wire Mill. 

25-99 

22.24 

85-67 

47 

Forest Lake. 

14.26 

12.26 

85-56 

17 

Shorley... ... 

I 1.12 

9.71 

87-31 

16 

Mason. 

13-1 

12.7 

95-7 

15 





































TABLE OF COST. 



1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

1899-1900 

1900-1901, 

1901-1902 

Teachers. 

$19,910.18 

$13,771.66 

$14,058.96 

$14,026.54 

$14,488.78 

$14,039.40 

Music. 


150.00 

352.88 

472.01 

400.00 

467.67 

Janitors. 

1,052.18 

1,026.92 

1,171.80 

1,207.00 

1,301.30 

1,598.70 

Contingencies. 

Supervision. 

Text books and sup- 

tiT 74-58 

1,050.00 

{ 1,364-10 

1 996.08 

j 947-93 

j 941-96 

j 1,930.52 

plies. 

1,037.26 

^373-24 

1,069.64 

1,363-71 

1,829.16 

1 , 477-73 

1,726.36 

Repairs ... -. 

964-55 

448.75 

704.18 

440.56 

413.28 

1,502.50 

Fuel.. . 

1,478.67 

1,427-45 

1,493-41 

980.69 

1,468.82 

1,869.05 

1,929.88 

Transportation. 

1 , 549 - 7 ° 

1,312.00 

73496 

287.50 

450.00 

Drawing. 

Extra schoolroom. 

409.08 

405-25 

350.00 

400.00 

748.86 

400.00 

740.87 

Totals. 

$22,008.36 

$20,975.77 

$21,471.71 

$22,265 84 

$21,579.65 

$24,385.90 

Av. membership. 

981.8 

953-83 

1,023.20 

1,050.51 

t,o 7 S .85 

1,051.9 

Av. attendance. 

Cost per pupil, based 

913.6 

890.64 

963.94 

972.41 

1,002.05 

977.12 

on average member- 

ship.. 

Cost per pupil, based 
on average attend- 

$22.51 

$21.99 

$20.98 

$21.20 

$20.06 

$23.18 

ance. 

24.08 

23-55 

22.27 

22.90 

21.54 

24.96 


'^'Special appropriation. 

fThis sum includes the special appropriation of $500 for insurance on the new Thorndike 
building. 


During the last school year the membership and attendance 
were very materially affected by the prevalence of diphtheria, 
measles and scarlet fever. Not only were the victims of these dis¬ 
eases kept from attending school, but also many were restrained in 
quarantine. Thus the cost per pupil based on the average member¬ 
ship and attendance is higher than it would have been otherwise. 


j 







































Roll of Honor. 


Pupils neither absent nor tardy 
during the year. 


Pupils not absent during the 
year. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Merton E. Twogood. 
Lester F. Alden. 

Nellie T. Lawlor. 

Bessie J. Trumble. 
Christian Olson. 

Harry A. Schneider. 

H. Mae Senton. 

George L. Warner was absent only one day during the four years 
of his course in the high school. 

PALMER GRAMMAR. 



Room i. 

Fannie Welsh. 


Room 2. 

David Davis. 


Room 3. 

Elsie Stevenson. 


Room 4. 


Grace McDonnell. 

Room 5. 


E. Ruth Davis. 

Winnie Wilder. 

Ruth A. Laird. 

William F. Conroy. 

James T. Heenehan. 



Room 6. 

Clarence W. Kenerson. 




Robert F. Mumford. 


Room 7. 
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THORNDIKE GRAMMAR. 


Annie Brosnan. 

Rosanna Cadoret. 
Rosanna St. Jacques. 

Florence Sampson. 

John Jorczak. 


Room i. 
Room 2. 

Room 3. 
Room 4. 
Room 5. 


John A. Brosnan. 

Mary Lyons. 

THREE RIVERS GRAMMAR. 
Room i. 

Robert Geer. 

Maysie Twiss. 

Room 2. , 


William Tannebring. 
Chester Tannebring. 


Room 4. 

Max Ruggles. 


Edwin C. Lamb. 


Burton Rose. 


BONDSVILLE GRAMMAR. 
Room i. 


Room 3. 

Winfield Marsan. 


DISTRICTS. 


CENTER. 

Lillian A. Mahoney. 

SHORLEY. 

Henry St. John. 

Nelson St. John. 


“ CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

The School Committee and Board of Health have done all in 
their power to prevent contagious diseases from getting into the 
schools. It has been necessary to exclude many pupils, who had 
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been exposed to contagion, from the school temporarily. It is of 
course a hardship for those so excluded, but the law wisely demands 
it for the public safety. On account of the presence of smallpox in 
the town it has been necessary to exclude from the schools all pupils 
not vaccinated. If parents were more careful to comply with the law 
and have their children vaccinated before entering school the chil¬ 
dren would be spared this inconvenience. 

Since March i, 1901, the Board of Health has reported to the 
School Committee the following cases : 


Scarlet Fever, 32 

Typhoid Fever, n 

Diphtheria, g 

Measles, y 

Smallpox, 3 

Membraneous Croup, i 

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis, i 


Total, 65 

TRUANCY. 

The following facts are given in the table below, (i) Number 
of cases of truancy reported to the truant officer by the teachers; 
(2) Number of cases investigated by the officer; (3) Number 
found to be genuine cases of truancy; (4) Number of cases re¬ 
turned to school by the officer. 



Reported. 

T 

Investigated. 

Genuine. 

L) 

Returned. 

Depot, Center and Wire 
Mill. 

23 

29 

8 

16 

Thorndike... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Three Rivers.. 

6 

6 

0 

2 

Bondsville. 

3 

3 

0 

3 


During the year none have been sentenced to the Truant 
School. 


EVENING SCHOOLS. 

The evening schools closed March 21, 1901, therefore complete 
statistics were not given in last year’s report. The following table 
covers the entire time the schools were in session from December 3, 
1900, to March 21, 1901. 
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ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOL. 

Average 

Average 

Per cent of 

Enroll¬ 

No. of 

Membership. 

Attendance. 

Attendance. 

ment. 

Sessions. 

Thorndike. 






H. T. Bishop,'( 

J. F. Davis, ( 

16.5 

12.61 

76.42 

59 

44 

Three Rivers. 



79-63 

69 


A. M. Walker, 

24. 

19.II 

45 

Mrs. A. F. Calkins, 

23.36 

17.24 

73.8 

65 

45 

Bondsville. 


17-38 




A delard Marsan, 

23-49 

73-99 

41 

45 


In last year’s report the work of the evening schools was spoken 
of. Nothing more need be said on that point at this time. In the 
sixty-fourth annual report of the State Board of Education it is stated 
that the per cent of attendance in the evening schools of the State 
for the school year 1899-1900 was 53 per cent. It may be noted 
that the attendance in our evening schools was much higher than 
the State average. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL GRADUATES. 


CLASS OF 1901, 
PALMER. 


t^Bessie Warren Acker, 
I^Roscoe Coley Adams, 
t^Helen Roberta Clark, 
^Howard Albert Collis, 
William Francis Crimmins, 
t*Mary Berenice Dillon, 

Ferris Hale Elliott, 
t^Alice Gager, 

I^Robert Gladstone Kenefick, 
*Mary Frances LaSalle, 
*Mary Louise Learned, 


t^Alice Blanche LeGro. 
-f^Frances Mildred McGilp, 
Harry Lee McGregory, 
I^Josephine Alelhea Mahoney, 
Margaret Verona Mahoney, 
I^Clayton Edwin Maxwell, 
^Ernest Lewis Merriam, 
I^Nellie Gertrude Monahan, 
I^Rufus Sherman Parkhurst, 
Charles Anthony Walker, 
t^Mary Ella Webster. 


THORNDIKE. 

t'^May Bell Clark, Stephen PTancis Healey, 

t^Katharine Marie Daly, Henry Homer Hobbs, 

^Frank Joseph Jenard. 

BONDSVILLE. 

Bertha Mae Barton, ^Josie Maria Fenton, 

^Emeline Claradine Bruce, J^Dora Belle Hayes, 
*Mary Agnes Carmody, ^Mabel Minerva Keith, 

t^Edith Hall Childs, ^Edwin Clifton Lamb. 
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The twenty-eight whose names are marked thus ^ entered the 
High School. 

The eighteen whose names are marked thus f chose the four 
years’ course; the others chose the three years’ course. 

Two, who were prepared elsewhere, May Grey Acker and Frank 
Convery, entered the Freshman Class of the High School. Miss 
Acker chose the four years’ course, and Frank Convery the three 
years’ course. 

There was no ninth grade at Three Rivers. 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF TEACHERS, MARCH i, 1902. 


Name. 

Address. 

Salary. 

High School. 

Fred Wilder Cross. 

Palmer. 

$1,000.00 

500.00 

500.00 

500.00 

608.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

608.00 

380.00 

380.00 

342.00 

380.00 

3S0.00 

608.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

570.00 

342.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

308.00 

308.00 

308.00 

266.00 

400.00 

400.00 


Palmer. ^ . 


Palmer. 

Nettie M. Sadler. 

Palmer. 

Palmer Grammar. 

Gertrude Ball. 

Palmer. 

Netta M. Stacey. 

Palmer. 

Mabel J. Sedgwick. 

Palmer., , . . 

Lula A. Dillon. 

Palmer. . 

Susette S. Marsden. 

Palmer. 

M. Eloise Stone. 

Palmer.,., , 

Annie E. Tucker. 

Palmer... 

Thorndike Grammar. 

Helen L. Sweet. 

Thnrndike. 

Elizabeth G. Clifford. 

Bnnd.sville., . , , . 

Annie E. O’Connor. 

1 horndike. ,, 

Florence E. Bridges. 

T hnrndike., . ^ 

Lucy B. Twiss. 

T hree Ri'^rers: . 

Mary E. Murdock. 

rhnrndike. 

Three Rivers Grammar. 

Frances A. Terrill.. 

Palmer... 

Katherine M. Twiss. 

Phree Rivers;. 

Elizabeth 1 . Heenehan. 

Palmer. 

Jennie M. Day. 

VI nrmnn. 

M. Nellie Greene. 

Three Rivers;. 

Bondsville Grammar. 

Jennie C. Twiss. 

Three Rivers. 

Annie E. Powers. 

Rnndsville. 

Cora B. Clark. 

d'hnrnrlike., 

Annie A. Bishop .... 

Thnrnrhke. 

Helen C. Farnsworth . 

Rnndt;ville. 

Districts . 

Minnie V. Andrews. 

Thnrndike. 

Julia G. Daley. 

Thnrndike. 

Phebe D. Hastings. 

Pal mer. 

Josie M. Mahoney. 

Palmer .. 

Mary E. Mahoney. 

Pal mer. 

Drawing. 

Grace E. Hackett. 

Palmer. 

Music. 

Joana V. Cantwell. 

Mnnsnn. 
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WRITINGS. 

The power of the pen is apparent to all, 

To the high and the lowly, in cottage and hall. 

’Tis the medium by which we convey wTat we think 
To others, assisted by paper and ink.” 

It has been customary in the annual report to discuss briefly 
some educational topic of immediate interest. Educational varia¬ 
tions have always been, and always will be objects of criticism. Dur¬ 
ing the past year a good many have asked questions about vertical 
writing. Articles have appeared occasionally in papers and maga¬ 
zines decrying vertical writing. For these reasons it seems to be 
very pertinent at this time to give some facts respecting the style of 
writing which has been taught in our schools for the past five years. 

On preceding pages samples of writing from the nine grades of 
our grammar schools have been reproduced. These samples were 
not selected to boom any particular system of vertical writing or to 
show the best writing our pupils can do. In the office of the School 
Committee there are on file samples of the writing of over a thousand 
different pupils, every word of which can be as easily read as the 
samples which are here reproduced. 

The requisites of handwriting are legibility, neatness and rapid¬ 
ity. There is no question about legibility or neatness. The criti¬ 
cism of this style of writing is that speed is sacrificed to legibility, 
therefore, we need to discuss this point only. Since writing is for 
the reader some sacrifice of speed to legibility would be pardonable. 
But by unquestionable proof vertical writing is more rapidThan slant 
writing. 

In the Journal of Education, February 13, 1902, the result of 
some test in writing is given, which will be stated as briefly as possi¬ 
ble. At the St. Louis meeting of the Federation of Commercial 
Associations a practical demonstration was given of what children 
trained in vertical could do. The conditions for the children were 
unfavorable. Seventeen pupils from the seventh and eighth grades 
of the city schools were placed at flat tables suitable for adults in¬ 
stead of at desks. The children had had no special training. A 
sentence was given. After a trial of two minutes it was found that 
the average for the class was nearly 148 letters a minute. 

At the annual meeting of the same association in Chicago two 
years before, seventeen of the most expert professional slant writers 
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in the country had taken a similar test. Their average rate was io8 
letters a minute. 

The Journal also gives the result of another test in which the 
average for 182 slant writers, nearly all adults, was 103 letters a 
minute. 

Average for about 600 public school children in fifteen differ¬ 
ent cities, trained during from two to five years in vertical writing, 
130 letters a minute. The conditions of the tests were essentially 
the same in all cases. 

From personal experience I believe that the vertical hand is 
more rapid than the slant. This I know, that the written work of 
every pupil in our schools can be easily read, while under the slant 
system much of the work was practically illegible. 

The handwriting of Thomas A. Edison, the great inventor, is 
absolutely vertical and as legible as print. He has made the re¬ 
markable record of fifty-two words a minute on the average. 

Business men are now demanding office assistants who have 
been trained in the vertical hand. The actuary of a large life insur¬ 
ance company told me last month that no one was employed in his 
department unless he could write a good vertical hand. 

Certainly the object of teaching handwriting is to make legible 
writers. We -are accomplishing that end in our schools now by 
teaching the vertical hand. All of our pupils write legibly. Under 
the slant system the legible writer was the exception. In view of 
these facts I believe that vertical writing has come to stay. 

COST OF SCHOOLS. 

The remark is frequently heard that Palmer spends more for 
schools than most other towns of the State. It is true that Palmer 
spends generously for schools. There is a very loyal school senti¬ 
ment in this town. Flowever, the facts of the case should be known. 

Governor Crane, in his address to the General Court of 1902, 
said that the cost for each child in the average membership of the 
public schools was ^34.91.” The cost for each child in the average 
membership of the Palmer schools was ^21.06 for the same year, or 
$14.85 below the State average. 

In the sixty-fourth annual report of the State Board of Educa¬ 
tion, which is the last report distributed, there is a table showing for 
the several towns and cities of the State the comparative amounts of 
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money raised by taxation and expended for the support of public 
schools per child, as determined, (i) By the number of children 
between five and fifteen years of age in the town or city and (2) by 
the number of children in the average membership of the public 
schools. In the table there are 353 towns and cities given. Palmer 
stands under (i), 177 : under (2), 172. 

The expense of maintaining schools in the State is increasing 
somewhat from year to year. The State requirements respecting 
heating and ventilating, made it necessary to have better janitor ser¬ 
vice, and to burn more fuel. Text books and supplies cost a little 
more each year, teachers’ salaries throughout the State are increas¬ 
ing, the school population is increasing, and many other circum¬ 
stances help to increase the cost. However, no town can afford to 
be without good schools. 

BUILDINGS. 

During the past year very extensive repairs have been made on 
the buildings where needed. The Bondsville schoolhouse has been 
painted and new window shades put up. In Three Rivers the 
schoolhouse has been pretty thoroughly repaired. Over $200 has 
been expended there. A principal’s office has been fitted up and 
furnished in the high school building. Teachers’ rooms have been 
fitted up and furnished in the Thorndike and Three Rivers build¬ 
ings. Two pianos have been purchased, one for Bondsville and one 
for Three Rivers. All of the district schoolhouses have been pretty 
thoroughly repaired. All of our schoolhouses are now in good repair, 
and adequate for our needs. 


TEACHERS. 

It would be unwise to speak of our teachers individually. 
From the High School to the lowest grades they have been earnest 
and faithful, and to them is due the credit for the success our 
schools have achieved. 

In no town can there be found a more progressive and perse¬ 
vering corps of teachers than in Palmer. I am certain that if par¬ 
ents knew their childrens’ teachers better we should rarely hear com¬ 
plaints respecting the schools. 

In the report of the principal of the High School the condi¬ 
tion and needs of the school are set forth. We have a High School 
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that the town may be proud of. Under the management of the 
Principal and his able assistants the school is making progress that 
is very gratifying to those most interested. 

The work of our supervisors in drawing and music is so well 
known that comment seems unnecessary. Each year the work in 
these departments progresses in a marked degree. 

During one term of the year our teachers and pupils have had 
the benefit of instruction in physical culture, the work has been 
conducted by Miss Abbie J. Gannett, a teacher of long experience. 
Miss Gannett taught her subject very intelligently. Both pupils and 
teachers were much benefited by the work done with her. It is 
unfortunate that the town can’t afford to have a regular supervisor 
in this department. 

Everybody interested in our schools is urged to read the reports 
of the Principal of the High School and the Supervisors. I am in 
hearty accord with every word of them. 


SCHEDULE OF STUDIES, PALMER HIGH SCHOOL. 
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Report of High School PrincipaL 


To the School Coni^nittee of the Town of Palmer: — 

The condition and needs of Palmer High School may be briefly 
stated. The school is at present in a strong and well organized con¬ 
dition, including in its curriculum three courses, the Classical, Latin 
Scientific, and English. The scope and purpose of each of these 
courses were fully outlined in the Principal’s report of last year. 
The changes in the curriculum as already made or as anticipated for 
the coming year have been confined largely to the science depart¬ 
ment and the English course. A strengthening process has been in¬ 
augurated along several lines. The time given to Greek and Roman 
history in the first year has been extended from three periods a week 
to four, that given to Latin in the four-year courses from four periods 
a week to five in the second and third years. The United States 
history course for third year pupils has been strengthened and 
amplified, especial attention being given to the political history of our 
nation. This with the fourth year civics course aims to fit the pupil 
more completely for the duties of citizenship. The accompanying 
schedule of studies will show clearly the amount of time which it is 
proposed to give to each subject in the various courses during the 
ensuing year. 

The passing mark in each study is seventy per cent. Pupils 
falling below the passing mark in any study will be conditioned in 
that study. No pupil with more than one condition will be pro¬ 
moted until such deficiencies are removed. It is vitally essential to 
the success and good reputation of the school that pupils with a 
multiplicity of conditions be not allowed to proceed with more 
advanced work for which, as a rule, they are wholly unfitted. 

To obtain a certificate for college a pupil must have secured in 
each subject, for which such certificate is desired, an average of not 
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ess than eighty-five per cent. Only by maintaining a relatively high 
certificate requirement can vve hope to preserve our good name as a 
preparatory school among higher institutions of learning. 

The success of the High School rests more largely than is gen¬ 
erally recognized in the hands of the parents. The part of the 
teacher is to provide adequate instruction in the various branches 
taught. The part of the parent is to insist that the pupil be prompt 
and regular in attendance at school sessions, and to see to it that 
abundant time be spent by the pupil upon his studies outside of 
school hours. Under our present system the High School session is 
necessarily short, and a large part of each session is spent by everv 
pupil in recitation room, thus leaving no large amount of time for 
study at the school building. No pupil can do the work necessary 
to prepare for college, nor even to secure an honestly earned 
diploma, who does not spend from three to four hours daily in out¬ 
side study. Parents who do not arrange regular study hours for 
their children, and insist upon it that such hours be carefully 
observed, may be reasonably sure that such pupils will fail in their 
efforts. The only marked advantage of the private academy over 
the High School lies in the fact that in the former the study hours 
of each day are fixed by rule and regulation, which applies to all 
alike, while the arrangement of the study hours of fourscore High 
School pupils lies in the hands of as many parents, all no doubt 
desiring the pupils’ highest success, and yet each possessing differ¬ 
ent ideas as to the amount of home study which should be required 
of his or her individual child. The full and hearty co-operation of 
every parent is earnestly solicited in the correction of absence and 
tardiness, in securing an adequate amount of outside work, and in 
thus promoting the efficiency of the High School. 

In closing, the Principal wishes to express his heartfelt gratitude 
for the loyal support which he has thus far received from the school 
committee, the school superintendent, the high school assistants, 
and from many of the parents. 

Very respectfully, 

FEED WILDER CROSS, 
Principal. 

Palmer, Mass., Feb. 28th, 1902. 
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EXERCISES. 
Class of 1901—Graduation Exercises, 

IN THE OPERA HOUSE, 

Thursday Evening, June 27, 1901. 


ORDER OF EXERCISES. 


Processional, 

Overture, 

ORCHESTRA. 

ORCHESTRA. 


Chorus, 

“ To Thee, 0 Country.” 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Eichberg 

Essay, 

Massachusetts ” (Limited). 

RUTH FISKE. 


Essay, 

“Victoria, the Ruler.” 

JENNIE ELIZABETH BRAY. 


Chorus, 

“ O’er the Dancing Sea.” 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Roeckel 

Essay, 

“ Development and Control of Industrial . 
Combinations.” 

ARTHUR ADELBERT MOULTON. 


Essay, 

“ Elizabeth of England.” 

SARAH WALKER BALL. 


Chorus, 

“The King’s Champion.” 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Watson 

Essay, 

“ New Zealand, a Model Democracy.” 

NEWTON CORDIS WING. 


Essay, 

“ Reserve Power.” 

GERTRUDE MARSAN. 


Chorus, 

“ Hence, Now Away.” 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Lecocq 

Presentation of Diplomas, 

DR. G. H. WILKINS. 

Class Song. 

America. 


Selection, 

ORCHESTRA. 

Class Motto : D?'oit et Atiant, 
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CLASS OF 1901. 

FOUR years’ classical COURSE. 

Sarah Walker Ball, Marianne Hellyar, 

Newton Cordis Wing. 


FOUR years’ LATIN-SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 

Jennie Elizabeth Bray, Ruth Fiske, 

Gertrude Marsan, Jennie Catherine Roche, 

George Coring Warner. 


THREE YEARS ENGLISH COURSE. 


William Henry Desmond, 
Edith Maria Gray, 

Anna Gertrude Lusty, 
Mabel Ina Russell, 


Margaret! Eva Dunn, 
Marion Vashti Knowlton, 
x 4 rthur Adelbert Moulton, 
Walter Scott Sikes, 


Merton Elwin Twogood. 


Drawing Report. 


To the Superintendent of Schools : 

The drawing has been continued along the same lines as last 
year, constant effort having been made to create and maintain inter¬ 
est and enthusiasm. The course in freehand drawing has been little 
changed, but the course in mechanical drawing and design has been 
lengthened and the problems made as practical as possible, some of 
the work including original designing and making of working drawings 
for tables, for hinges, for hardwood floors, etc. 

At the end of the last school year, four exhibitions of every-day 
school drawing were given—one in each village. As far as possible 
every lesson and every pupil of each grade were re] 3 resented—also 
the entire drawing course from the first through the ninth grade and 
high school. 

During all the past year, each school has endeavored to do some¬ 
thing in the way of schoolroom decoration. The general appearance 
of a school has great influence upon a child in many ways, for there 
he spends a large part of his time. The more beautiful the room, 
the more inspiration there is to do good work within its bounds, and 
here in the schoolroom a child not only learns his lessons but 
gradually develops either good or bad taste or judgment. It has 
been said—that it is not so much knowledge as good taste and judg¬ 
ment that gives a man his position in the world—and so it is not so 
much what a child knows, but what he has learned to like, that 
determines his course in life. Therefore, it is important that each 
and every schoolroom should be as attractive as possible, that all its 
appointments should be a constant example of good selection and 
arrangement, and that every effort should be made to place daily 
before the children all possible evidence of culture and refined taste. 

In trying to make our schoolrooms more attractive we have, at 
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present, confined our attention to pictures and casts,—one or more 
having been placed each in room and time being allotted to the 
study of good pictures. 

The money spent for schoolroom decoration has been obtained 
by many means through the earnest efforts of teachers and pupils. 
Various entertainments, exhibitions, candy sales, and contributions 
have given us in all the sum of $225. A large part of the money is 
still unspent, but the pictures and casts already placed in the schools 
during last year are as follows : 

PALMER BUILDING. 

^^The Farewell to the Mayflower.” 

The Child Handel. 

The Horseshoer.” 

The Meadow.” 

A June Morning.” 

The Forest Pasture.” 

Landscape by Corat. 

Landscape—Photograph. 

“ Battle of Bull Run,”—Gift of Mr. Bodfish. 

Windmill, by Ruysdael—Gift of Mr. Perkins. 

A Canal in Venice.” 

Cast of angel playing cymbals. 

THORNDIKE BUILDING. 

Motherhood.’^ 

The Miller.” 

A June Morning.” 

The Meadow.” 

The Gleaners.” 

Ruysdael’s Windmill. 

THREE RIVERS BUILDING. 

The Grand Canal of Venice.” 

A Canal in Venice.” 

The Forest Pasture.” 

“ Thoroughbred.” 

Shepherd and Flock.” 

The Meadow.” 
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BONDSVILLE BUILDING. 

Cast of Donatello’s Trumpeters. 

The Grand Canal and Franchetti’s Palace.” 

Shepherd and Flock.” 

The Meadow.” 

The Palmer schools have worked most faithfully in the drawing, 
and hearty thanks are rendered to all who have given such generous 
support. 

Respectfully, 

GRACE E. HACKETT. 


Music Report. 


Mr. A. C. Thompso 7 i^ Sicpetmtendent of Schools : 

During the years that I have been connected with your schools 
I have not before been able to report such encouraging results in 
the music work as during the past year. 

In the spring term I had the pleasure of introducing into the 
schools,'' Weaver’s Individual Sight-Singing Method,” which I recom¬ 
mended in a previous report. This method was adopted after care¬ 
ful investigation and study with its author, Mr. S. A. Weaver, and 
critically watching class recitations in cities where the course has 
been in operation long enough to prove its success. 

Our short experience with the system proves beyond a doubt 
that in no other way can pupils become independent singers ex¬ 
cept by individual effort. 

Each Individual Series, one for each grade, consists of eighty 
different exercises, printed on separate slips of paper. These are 
distributed to the pupils, who study them a moment. As each pupil 
stands, he takes his own pitch and sings his exercise. It is possi¬ 
ble in a school of fifty pupils to complete this work in ten minutes. 
The rest of the music period is devoted to board drill and chorus 
singing. As a result of this individual drill, we find the chorus work 
growing more intelligent and independent every day. Every boy 
and girl in town, from the first grade through the ninth, is singing 
from these individual slips daily. 

An excellent feature of the method is the system of records 
kept in every grade. Once a week each pupil is marked on his in¬ 
dividual singing; at the end of the term his per cent is made out, as 
well as that of the class. The record sheet of each school is given 
me at the end of the term. These enable me to know accurately 
what per cent of each school can sing at sight. In this course music 
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readers are not required in the first three grades. The individual 
slips and board drill furnish all necessary material. Rote songs are 
also taught in these grades. 

New music readers are needed in all grades beyond the third. I 
would recommend two or three sets of the ''Educational Music 
Readers” for each grammar building, and one set for each of the 
district schools. With this supply of song material added to the 
individual series already in use, our schools will be well provided 
with music for the pupil and the class. 

In the upper grammar grades the " Music History Leaflets 
ought to be placed for supplementary reading and reproduction. I 
hope these may be secured for the coming school term. 

The " Blue Song Book,” a collection of old familiar songs, was 
greatly welcomed by the pupils in the grammar grades. Every pupil 
should have a correct knowledge of these old-time favorites. 

To the grade teachers belongs the credit for the excellent 
results obtained. They have worked most faithfully and patiently 
with the monotone, the indifferent, and sometimes unwilling pupil, 
as well as the naturally musical pupil. They have studied and taught 
the problems of the new method cheerfully, and with an enthusiasm 
very gratifying to me. 

To you and the school board I extend my gratitude for your 
generosity in material furnished, and kindly interest manifested in 
my department. 

Respectfully, 

JOANA V. CANTWELL, 

' Supervisor. 


February, 1902. 


Physical Training. 


To the Superintende 7 tt of Public Schools: 

It is a pleasure to respond to your request to write briefly con¬ 
cerning the place of physical training in educational work. I have 
passed some very delightful hours this winter visiting your schools 
and working with your teachers; if any words of mine can be help¬ 
ful or profitable in connection with your own report, it is only a fair 
return. 

In his recent inaugural address, Governor Rollins of New Hamp¬ 
shire said, '' What the state wants of the schools is a sturdy race of 
good fathers and mothers—good citizens.” To thoughtful, sensible 
people this is obviously true. But an astonishing number—of edu¬ 
cators even—in the intensity of their desire to accomplish some one 
thing, often of minor importance, fail to take a fair, ''all-round” 
view of their pupils’ needs. Only last week a teacher said to me, 
" Why, those girls ought not to take twenty minutes a day for physi¬ 
cal exercise ; they won’t graduate ! ” 

It is important to distinguish between physical training and ex¬ 
ercise. A man who swings the axe all day has abundant exercise— 
but he is using over and over the same set of muscles. In their free 
play children get plenty of exercise, but it does not take the place 
of intelligent training any more than browsing in the library, reading 
whatever one likes, takes the place of literary training. 

Physical training is exercise so directed that all the muscles of 
the body are used in due harmony and proportion. It is exercise so 
directed that attitudes and positions that in no way cramp or impede 
the vital organs become easy and habitual. It aims to free the body 
of stiffness and to cultivate a graceful and dignified bearing. It aims 
to make all movements as walking, rising, sitting, going up and down 
stairs, etc., controlled by the right muscles — and that is always with 
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the least expenditure of force. In its broadest sense physical train¬ 
ing properly includes such instruction in^ morals as will lead to 
‘‘ reverent, serene, wholesome womanhood, — to honest, clear-eyed 
and sturdy manhood.” 

Some form of physical training is essential to the proper develop¬ 
ment of the brain. Dr. Schafer, Prof, of Physiology in the Univer¬ 
sity of Edinburgh, has lately published a large and comprehensive 
work on physiology. It contains the latest discoveries in that 
department of science. In the second volume is a chart of the 
human brain. The chart shows, in each half of the brain, a distinct 
portion whose function it is to contract the muscles and to co-ordin¬ 
ate the resulting movements. In each of these 'Dnotor areas” is 
one part that controls the muscles of the arm, another that controls 
the leg, another half the trunk and so on. These areas are sub¬ 
divided : for example the portion of the brain whose office it is to 
contract the muscles of the arm, has within it a distinct centre that 
controls the hand — another centre that controls the fore-arm — 
another the upper arm. 

How are these portions of the brain developed ? Only by use. 
That portion of the brain whose function it is to control the hand 
can be developed only by using the muscles of the hand. As I have 
studied these things I have come to understand why one can never 
become an expert stenographer or a skilful pianist unless he begins 
to use pen or keyboard before the period for development is past; 
and why a telegraph operator refuses to take for a pupil one who has 
passed the age of twenty-five. 

The steps are few and short between showing the importance of 
physical activity in the development of the brain as a physical organ 
and showing its importance in the development of thinking power. 

In treating the insane and the mentally defective, systematic 
physical training has been found of very great value. It makes for 
balance-poise—normal life and thought. 

Physical training is important from yet another reason. The 
psychologists tell us that expression is a means of growth along its 
own line. '‘We make our habits, then our habits make us,” Dr. 
Emerson puts it. Think how any feeling—a liking or a disliking, for 
example—grows as you express it over and over again. There are 
many forms of expression. Speech is only one. One may even by 
his position in standing express irresolution, indolence, lack of self- 
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respect, or he may express dignity, nobility, repose. The habitual 
expression of these or other traits helps to produce the character 
that the attitude represents. 

A simple drill in free gymnastics, varied from week to week, and 
given in brisk, bright fashion will accomplish wonderful results in the 
way of bearing, self control, and strength of mind and body. 

In the brief period that I have had the pleasure of working with 
your teachers, of course only a beginning could be made. I know 
that both you and the teachers understand that. But I did feel that 
a beginning was made and the eyes of the teachers opened to some 
p things that had hitherto escaped their attention. 

I am heartily glad to tell you that I have never in anv city or 
town met with more wide-awake, enthusiastic, unselfish teachers, or 
seen a finer esprit du coips. I am glad to know you all, and I count 
it a privilege and a pleasure to have worked with you. 

Very respectfully, 

ABBIE J. GANNETT. 

CONCLUSION. 

To the teachers and all associated with me in the work of car- 
rying on the schools, and to the School Committee for loyal support, 
I extend heartfelt thanks. 

This report, together with the special reports, are most respect¬ 
fully submitted. 

A. C. THOMPSON, 

Superintende 7 it of Schools. 
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SUMMARY OF THE IMPORTANT FEATURES OF 
EDUCATIONAL LAWS. 

Whoever willfully and maliciously or wantonly and without 
cause, destroys, defaces, mars or injures a schoolhouse, church or 
other building erected or used for purposes of education, or religious 
instruction, or for the general diffusion of knowledge, or an out¬ 
building, fence, well, or appurtenance of such schoolhouse, church, 
or other building, or furniture, apparatus, or other property belong¬ 
ing to or connected with such schoolhouse, church, or other building, 
shall be punished by a fine 7 iot exceeding five hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding one yearT 

Every town and city shall maintain for at least 32 weeks in the 
year a sufficient number of schools for the instruction of all the chil¬ 
dren who may legally attend a public school therein.” 

No child under 14 years of age shall be employed in any fac¬ 
tory, workshop or mercantile establishment.” 

“No child under 16 years of age shall be employed in any 
factory, workshop or mercantile establishment, until he has secured 
from the superintendent of schools, or from a person authorized by 
him, an age and schooling certificate. Such child must present an 
employment ticket from the intending employer when he applies for 
the age and schooling certificate. 

“ The father or mother, if living, must accompany the child, to 
sign the certificate of age ; if neither the father nor mother are living, 
the guardian or custodian. 

“Proof of correct age must be furnished if the age certificate 
does not agree with the school census.” 

“ Every child between 7 and 14 years of age shall attend some 
public day school, or an approved private school, in the town or city 
in which he resides during the entire time the public day schools are 
in session. 

“ For the purpose of the preceding section, school committees 
shall approve a private school only when the instruction in all the 
studies required by law is in the English language, and when they 
are satisfied that such instruction equals in thoroughness and effi¬ 
ciency and in the progress made therein the instruction in the public 
schools in the same city or town.” 

“Any person having under his control a child between 7 and 14 
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years of age who fails for five day sessions or ten half-day sessions 
within any period of six months while under such control, to cause 
such child to attend school as referred above, the physical or mental 
condition of such child not being such as to render his attendance 
at school harmful or impractical, shall, upon conviction, forfeit and 
pay a fine of not more than $20. 

‘‘ Every habitual truant, habitual absentee or habitual school 
offender, upon conviction, may be committed, if a boy, to the County 
Truant School or to the Lyman School for Boys, and if a girl to the 
State Industrial School for girls. 

“No child who has not been duly vaccinated shall be admitted 
to a public school except upon presentation of a certificate signed 
by a regular practising physician that such child is an unfit subject 
for vaccination. 

“No child who is a member of a household in which a person 
is sick with smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever or measles, or of a 
household exposed to contagion from a household as aforesaid, shall 
attend any public school during such sickness or until the teacher of 
the school has been furnished with a certificate from the Board of 
Health of the town or city, or from the attending physician of such 
sick person, stating in a case of smallpox, diphtheria or scarlet fever, 
that a period of at least two weeks, and in a case of measles a period 
of at least three days, has elapsed since the recovery, removal, or 
death of such person, and that danger of the conveying of such dis¬ 
ease by such child has passed. 

“ The last regular session prior to Memorial Day, or a portion 
thereof, shall be devoted to exercises of a patriotic nature,” 
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NO-SCHOOL” SIGNAL. 

The signal is given by direction of the Superintendent of 
Schools, 

The School Committee has adopted the following regulations 
respecting the no-school ” signal: 

The “no-school ” signal, when given at eight o’clock a. m. in¬ 
dicates that there will be no morning session in the schools. 

When given at 11.45 ^ indicates that there will be no after¬ 
noon session. 

The “ no-school ” signal in precinct A will be given on the fire 
alarm by three strokes of the bell twice repeated, making nine 
strokes in all, thus : 

In the other precincts the “ no-school ” signal will be given by 
three blasts on the steam chime whistles, each blast from 3 to 5 
seconds duration, a pause between each blast of from 3 to 5 seconds, 
thus: -- -- - 

The “ no-school ” signal does not efieci the high school; sessions 
are held there every school day. 
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